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rebirth, and to this end his whole life-force flows back into
the centre of the self, i.e. into the depths of the unconscious,
out of which life is born anew. This may explain why
the appearance of the jewel in the world is depicted in
such curious assonance with the scene of the birth of
Buddha in the Lalitavistara1.
Pandora lays the jewel beneath a walnut tree (just as
Maya bears her child under a fig-tree) :—
" In the midnight shades beneath the tree it glows and sparkles
and flames, and, like the morning star in the dark heavens, its
diamond lightning flashes afar. Then sped on eager wing the
bees and butterflies, which danced above the flower garden
to play and sport around the wonder child . . . and out of the
heavens came larks in steep descent, eager to pay homage to the
new and lovelier sun-countenance, and as they drew near and
beheld the bright radiance, their hearts swooned. . . . And,
enthroned over all, fatherly and benign, the chosen tree with his
giant crown and heavy mantle of green, held his kingly hands
protectingly over the faces of his children. And all his ample
branches bowed themselves lovingly down and leaned towards
the earth as though they wished to screen and ward off curious
eyes, jealous that they alone might enjoy the gift's unmerited
favour; while all the myriads of gently-moving leaves fluttered
and trembled with rapture, murmuring in joyous exultation a
soft, clear-toned chorus in whispered accord : ' Who could know
what lies hidden beneath this lowly roof, or guess the treasure
reposing in our midst.' "
So with Maya, who, when her hour was come, bore her
child beneath the Plaksa fig-tree, which drooped its
sheltering crown to earth.
From the incarnate Bodhisattva unimaginable radiance
extended over the world; Gods and Nature alike took
part in the birth. As Bodhisattva treads the earth there
grows at his feet an immense lotus, and standing in the
lotus he views the world. Hence the Thibetan prayer:
" Om mani padme hum" ("Oh! behold the jewel in the
lotus").
The moment of re-birth finds Bodhisattva beneath
i Spitteler, I.e., p. 126.

